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A FEW NOTES ON PRAYER

In 2 Ne 32:9 we are told to "pray always" and not perform anything unto the
Lord save we have prayed about it. In 3 Nephi 20:1, the Lord tells us there are
times when we cease to pray vocally, but we should net cease to pray in our hearts.
Sometimes students w onder about the concept of "praying always.” Following em= ..
some selected scriptures from the Doctrine and Covenants in which the Lerd tells

us why we should pray alwsys and the promised blessings:
1. IC 10:5 Pray always that you may come off conqueror.
2. DC 19:38 Pray always and I will pmur out my spirit upom you.
3, DC 20333 Pray always lest you fall inte temptation.
ks DC 32:h P-ay alw-ys that I may unfold the scriptures to your understanding.
S. DC 88:126 Pray alwaya that ye may mot faint (fail to remain faithful),.
6. DC 93:49 Pray always lest that wicked one have power in you.

7. DC 93850 In spesking to the Bishop of the Church, Newell Whitney, the
Lord instructed him to set his family in order so they would pray always
or they shall be removed out of their place. The same application can
be made to those of us called to labor in the priesthood, in any chureh
calling, or to be a part of the dispensation to build Ziem. If we do
not pray always we will be removed out of our placs, and amother werthy
because he does pray always km will be given our assigned task.

In April 1966 Primary Conference, Elder Howard W. Hunter said, "The absence of
prayer...is a form of atheism."

In that same conference, another prophet, Ezra Taft Benson, said: "If we would
sdvance in holiness--increase in favor with Cod--nothing can take the place of prayer.
And so I adjure you to give prayer--daily prayer--secret prayer--a foremost place

in your lives."

John Lyman Smith used to eat at the table with Joseph the Prophet since he
played with the prophet's son, Joseph. At one time the prophet called them to
dinner and they stood one on each side of him., "After he had looked over the table
he said, *Lord, we thank thee for the Johnny Cake, and ask thee to send us some-
thing better, Amen.' The corn bread was cut, and I received a piece from his hand.
Before the bread was all eaten, & man came to the doer and asked if the Prephet
Josephy was at home, Joseph replied he was, whereupen the visitor said, ' I have
brogght you some flour and a ham.' Joseph arose and took the gift, and blessed the
man in the name of the Lord. Turning to his wife, Emma, he said, " I knew the
Lord would answer my prayer.'" (Juvenile Instructor V. 27:, 1892,

£44 get down on your knees, and when the cares of this world intrude themselves
upon your devotions, let them wait while you remain on your knees and finish your
prayers. Brother Daniel D. Hunt's blessings over a dinner in Missour...is a very
good prayer for us all., It wasz 'O Lord, save us from error.' If you can say mo
more than this...go down upon your knees and say it...let no person give up prayer
because he has not the spirit of prayer, neither let any earthly circumstance hurry
you while in the performance of this important duty.
Brigham Young JD 12:102-103




